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● As soon as Putin announced he was 
attacking Ukraine, the world was flooded 
with disinformation

● Maldita debunked 25 hoaxes within the first 
24 hours of the invasion

● Most of these hoaxes were easyish to 
debunk, but they became more complex as 
the war evolved

Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine
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● There were so many hoaxes in the first few hours of 
the invasion that we suspected that fellow 
fact-checkers in other countries were seeing the same 
as us

● Fact-checkers from countries who have nothing in 
common with Spain were verifying the same hoaxes as 
us: suspicious

● Maldita lead a collaborative project with these 
fact-checkers, which was a huge timesaver moving 
forward

#UkraineFacts
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● Although most of the previous 
hoaxes are fairly easy to 
debunk, it was difficult to 
verify all of them as there 
were so many

● That’s were #UkraineFacts 
became such a useful 
resource

#UkraineFacts
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● As the invasion continued, 
disinformation became more 
complex and required more 
of our time

● OSINT skills were needed in 
order to debunk many of 
these challenging hoaxes 

Ukraine invasion
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● Although Maldita reporters do 
have such skills, we needed 
assistance from experts in 
different areas such as 
languages, weapons or 
image doctoring

● We asked our readers to get 
involved and to enroll in what 
we call ‘Equipo O’

Ukraine invasion
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● When we need help to 
geolocate or investigate an 
image we post it on a Discord 
channel

● A thread is opened for every 
case

● Users provide tips and help us 
gather the information we need 
(all that info. is cross-checked 
by our reporters)

Ukraine invasion
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● This video went viral as it 
allegedly showed Ukrainian 
police shooting one of their 
agents

● Many hours and tools were 
required to find out what really 
happened in the video, as well 
as when and where

● Keep your eye open for visual 
clues

Ukraine invasionCASE STUDY: 
Geolocation
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● The CCTV footage includes a 
date and time stamp

● According to the stamps, it was 
filmed on the 10th of March at 
17:02

Ukraine invasionCASE STUDY: 
Geolocation
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● There are many other visual 
clues, but we needed more 
context to know where the 
incident had happened

● We then did a reverse image 
search

Ukraine invasionCASE STUDY: 
Geolocation
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● After the search we found a 
tweet that claimed the man who 
had been shot was a former 
intelligence officer in Kyiv

● They identify him as Dmitry 
Demyanenko

Ukraine invasionCASE STUDY: 
Geolocation
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● Ukrainian outlet Pravda claims 
that the agent didn’t stop at a 
checkpoint and shot another 
police officer

● They say it happened in Kyiv, 
but we need to be more 
specific

Ukraine invasionCASE STUDY: 
Geolocation
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● Other Ukrainian outlets did 
provide a more specific 
location: towards the end of 
Sadovaya 120 Street

● We have to verify if that’s really 
the case

Ukraine invasionCASE STUDY: 
Geolocation
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● After checking out the 
address on Google Street 
View we can safely say that 
the video was filmed at that 
address

● The house, the grass, the 
electricity post and the 
corner are all the same

Ukraine invasionCASE STUDY: 
Geolocation
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● Now that we know where it 
was filmed, we’ve got to 
verify if it happened on the 
10th of March, like the date 
stamp said

● One good visual clue is the 
direction of the sun: it 
reaches the main road from 
Sadova 120 street 

Ukraine invasionCASE STUDY: 
Geolocation



Ukraine invasion

SunCalc
The perfect tool to analyze the position 

of the Sun



Ukraine Invasion
           SunCalc

- It lets us check the position of 
the Sun at a particular place 
and time

- Useful to verify a video like this

Disclaimer

- Be careful with time zones 
(always use the local time)



Ukraine Invasion

In order to monitor the position of the Sun at each 
time, you have to move the time bar



Ukraine Invasion
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● If we search for the sun’s 
position in that same place and 
at that same time (17:03 on 
10/03), we can confirm that it 
was indeed filmed there and 
then

Ukraine invasionCASE STUDY: 
Geolocation
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We now know that the incident occurred at 
Sadova 120 street at 17:03, on the 10th of March 

However, we don’t know what happened and who 
the officer was



Ukraine Invasion
Case Study: geolocation

- Any visual clues in the 
car?
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Case Study: geolocation

- Any visual clues in the 
car?

- There is a police siren

- The number plate is 
blue
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- What does the blue number 
plate mean?
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- Was Dmitry Demyanenko a 
SBU officer?

- In another picture of the 
incident we see that there was 
a cap with an acronym in the 
car



Ukraine Invasion

- The acronym stands for SBU
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- We did an advanced search in 
Ukrainian and found that some 
local outlets said he was an 
advisor to the Health Ministry

- They also identify him as an 
advisor to the Mayor of Kyiv

- We found an official document 
of the Kyiv Council that 
confirmed the latter



Ukraine Invasion

- His name doesn’t appear in 
other official documents 
(compatible with a secret 
agent) 

- Ukrainian media claim he is a 
non-official advisor to the 
Health Ministry as he is a SBU 
officer

- Press articles link him to 
corruption cases in 2014 and 
2015
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Ukraine invasionCASE STUDY: 
Geolocation

● Although the video wasn’t false, 
we were able to provide 
valuable context to what was a 
very viral content at the time

● Being able to confirm the 
authenticity of a viral video is 
just as important as debunking 
one that is not real

● OSINT is essential in both 
tasks



Ukraine invasion: good 
practices

ukraine.bellingcat.com

● Interactive map that 
registers major 
incidents and 
attacks in Ukraine



● You can filter by different 
types of buildings

● Schools, hospitals, 
residential areas etc.

Ukraine invasion: good 
practices



● You can filter by type of 
weapon

● Thermobaric bombs

Ukraine invasion: good 
practices
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● Russia claims that the killing 
of civilians in Bucha (Ukraine) 
happened after their troops 
had left the city

● A visual investigation of 
satellite images by The New 
York Times shows that the 
bodies had been there for 
weeks
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● We need to collaborate with fellow fact-checkers 
if we want to stand a chance against 
disinformation

● Fact-checkers are not superheroes (yet), so it’s 
important to build bridges with experts and your 
community

● When we embrace these actions, our work has a 
larger impact and is more effective 

Lessons




